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Government information and AI

• government information 

• citizen access rights

• reviewability of machine 

enhanced decision making



The 2021 government 
information landscape 

Characterised by three immutable features:

1. digital government and data application, 

2. increasing partnerships and outsourcing 

arrangements, 

3. novel models of government that transcend traditional 

sectoral arrangements.



2020 NSW community attitudes 
to data sharing

72% 
deidentified 
information 
should be used

78% support 
public 
reporting of 
machine 
learning by 
agencies

81% 
support 
public 
reporting  
of 
information 
holdings



Monday 8 February 2021



Securing the right to access 
information and the public interest 
- legal developments & adequacy

• Legislation throughout Australia

• O'Brien v Dept Communities and Justice 

• Calderwood v Department of Planning, Industry 

and Environment; Calderwood v 

Campbelltown City Council; Department of 

Planning, Industry & Environment v City of Ryde 

[2020] NSWCATAD 200



The three fundamental questions to 
preserve information and secure 
access

1. who holds the information?

2. how access is provided? 

3. in what form can access be provided?


